EYE on EDUCATION

Dr. Elizabeth Steele Named Optometric Educator of the Year

The American Optometric Association has named Elizabeth Steele, OD, associate dean for Clinical
Affairs in the University of Alabama at Birmingham School of Optometry, its Optometric Educator of
the Year.

Steele will be honored as the recipient of the 2017 Optometric Educator Award for her “outstanding
service on behalf of the profession, optometric education and the visual welfare of the public,”
according to the AOA, which is recognized as one of the leading authorities in optometry. The award
will be presented at a ceremony June 21 in Washington, D.C., at the AOA’s 2017 Optometry’s Meeting.

Steele joined the school as a faculty member in 2004 and has since taught in the areas of clinical
skills, advanced procedures, ocular disease and imaging. Steele previously received teaching awards,
including the UAB Scholarship of Teaching Award in 2012, and was awarded with the Alabama
Optometric Educator Award in 2016.

Steele is an active volunteer for the AOA and is a fellow of the American Academy of Optometry; she
was recognized for her service to the profession with the Alabama Optometric Association Young
Optometrist Award in 2009 and the Southeastern Council of Optometrists Young Optometrist of the
South Award in 2010.

In addition to teaching optometry students in classroom and clinical settings, Steele teaches
optometry and paraoptometric continuing education courses nationwide, and for the past three years
has contributed to the ophthalmic education at the UAB School of Nursing Adult and Geriatric Nurse
Practitioner Program.
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