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Success Through Interprofessional Education

Dr. Jennifer Smythe
Better care. Better health. Lower cost. This “triple aim,” described as a core of healthcare reform, has long been a principle
that doctors of optometry have embodied through practice and research. As we successfully provide a wide range of services,
including medical eye care, vision therapy, low vision tools, neuro-rehabilitation and contact lens care, we demonstrate the
effectiveness of thoughtful and purposeful communication with other providers, teachers and social groups. As the independent
primary healthcare professionals for the eye, it is time for us to take OUR patient-centered approach to the next level and
prepare our students alongside those in other professions for an ever-changing healthcare world.
ASCO, our individual institutions and our affiliate members are already engaging in interprofessional education (IP) activities
in which students from more than one profession learn together and teach each other as they provide collaborative care. Over
the coming year, a new IP Task Force will examine these educational strategies both within ASCO institutions and other health
professions. We also plan to develop a list of consultants to serve as resources for demonstration projects and curriculum
development. The ultimate goal is to support our member institutions and the profession as a whole by highlighting innovative
IP models.
I look forward to representing ASCO as President over the coming year, and am honored to have the opportunity to hear your
ideas and work together as we prepare our future alumni for contemporary interprofessional collaborative practice.
_______________________________________________
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ASCO Establishes Partnership Endowment
Since its establishment in 1996, the Partnership Foundation for Optometric Education served as a genuine “partnership”
through which the optometric community could invest in the future of the profession. Despite this unique distinction, the
Partnership’s Board of Directors had deliberated over the past year about the future direction of the organization. The
combined challenges of the economic climate and the changing needs of the profession had been influencing the level of
funding the Partnership was receiving each year. Additionally, the original goals of the Partnership of using funds for capital
improvements and modernization are no longer priorities for optometry’s educational institutions.
As a result, the Partnership Foundation for Optometric Education’s Board signed an agreement with ASCO to establish the
Partnership Endowment. The original Partnership’s fund balance has been transferred to the new Partnership Endowment with
two specific goals. The first goal is to aid the schools and colleges with their current needs. Each year, a percentage of the
Endowment’s investment income will be available through grants for programs or projects to advance optometric education.
The second goal is to continue to grow the Partnership Endowment to ensure that funding is available for future generations.
Dr. Pete Kehoe, who had been the President of the Partnership Foundation for Optometric Education, noted the positive impact
of the change, saying, “The original creators of the Partnership can be proud that their vision to support optometric education
will live on for generations to come. The collaboration and spirit of cooperation between ASCO, AAO and AOA to transition
to the Endowment is a testament to the passion that the organizations have for the future of our profession.”
For information about the Partnership Endowment, contact Christine Armstrong, ASCO’s Director of Development, at
carmstrong@opted.org or (301) 231-5944 ext. 3018.
_______________________________________________
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Drs. Alexander, Amos Honored by ASCO
During its annual meeting in June, ASCO presented Dr. Kevin Alexander with a resolution recognizing the
outstanding leadership he has provided to help shape optometric education and the profession throughout a career
spanning four decades. Dr. Alexander has stepped away from his position on the Association’s Board of Directors as he begins
his tenure as Founding President of Marshall B. Ketchum University.
Dr. Alexander has served in all of ASCO’s elected offices, including as President in 2011-2012 during which time he initiated
and led the historic and successful first Joint Summit of the ASCO Board of Directors and the Board of Trustees of the
American Optometric Association (AOA). He has also held the highest leadership positions in optometric national and state
associations and was selected to the National Optometry Hall of Fame in 2012.
The ASCO Board of Directors also honored Dr. John F. Amos with a resolution expressing its appreciation of his exemplary
leadership and commitment to optometric education as well as congratulating him for his induction this year into the National
Optometry Hall of Fame.
During the two terms he served as ASCO President, Dr. Amos was instrumental in the establishment of OptomCAS, the
advancement of clinical education funding for optometric education, and the development of close alliances with the
leadership of the AOA, other national optometric organizations and the ophthalmic industry.
Throughout his career, he made significant contributions to promoting graduate education in the schools and colleges
of optometry and the growth of residency education. He provided formative and ongoing leadership for the AOA
Clinical Practice Guidelines Organizing Committee.
Dr. Amos has published more than 100 papers and editorials, presented more than 200 continuing education courses, and
written two books and numerous book chapters.

ASCO honored Dr. Kevin Alexander
(center) with a resolution during its
annual meeting in June. Pictured with
him are Dr. Larry J. Davis (left) and Dr.
Linda Casser.
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Dr. John Amos (center) receives his
resolution. He is pictured with Drs. Larry
J. Davis and Dr. Linda Casser.

_______________________________________________
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Faculty Development Events a Success Again
ASCO held its fifth Summer Institute for Faculty Development (SIFD) in July with a record number of 48 participants. Dr.
David A. Damari, Dean of the Michigan College of Optometry at Ferris State University, and Dr. Shilpa J. Register, Dean of
the MCPHS University School of Optometry, served as co-chairs for this year’s program.
Commenting on the value of the biennial event, Dr. Register said, “As a proud 2006 SIFD participant and current co-chair, I
truly believe the SIFD is one of ASCO’s most important investments.
The SIFD provides grounds for candid discussion, guidance, support and long-term mentorship to our faculty who are the
lifeline of the optometric profession.
Our mentors continue to provide a wealth of information based on their experiences and knowledge, which is valued by all. I
am looking forward to incorporating the participant feedback we collected as we build the 2015 SIFD program.”
In conjunction with the SIFD, ASCO held its second Future Faculty Program (FFP), which was co-chaired by Dr. Register and
Dr. Jeff Walline, Associate Professor at The Ohio State University College of Optometry. Up to 15 graduate students from the
schools and colleges of optometry who have demonstrated a strong interest in pursuing a career in academic optometry are
selected to participate in the FFP. Both the SIFD and the FFP are initiatives aimed at addressing ASCO’s strategic priority of
faculty promotion and development.
ASCO thanks Alcon, Essilor, Vistakon, Luxottica, the National Board of Examiners in Optometry and Allergan for generously
sponsoring the SIFD. Representatives from Alcon (Tom Duchardt), Vistakon (Dr. W. Lee Ball and Bill Crews), Luxottica
(Tifani DeMaria) and Allergan (Mark Risher) attended the Institute this year. ASCO also thanks Walmart for its funding of the
FFP. This year, Walmart Regional Talent Specialist Jennifer Goodman addressed the participants.

_______________________________________________
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Marketing Optometry with Fresh Concepts
Two new marketing tools have been created for ASCO this year: a printed booklet and a redesigned Web site. The new
materials were developed as part of an effort to increase the quality, quantity and diversity of the Doctor of Optometry
applicant.
The colorful and engaging True Stories booklet conveys to prospective students true stories about how optometrists improve
the lives of real people — significantly and immediately — through the gift of sight. The True Stories concept was developed
from comprehensive research: an environmental competitive market scan, a historical applicant trend analysis, and an
assessment of the marketing materials of the schools and colleges of optometry. Based on this research as well as interviews
across the schools, ASCO and the American Optometric Association (AOA), a comprehensive communication survey was
conducted to position the profession with the intended target audience.
The True Stories booklet is formatted to have two distinct sections, inspiration and information. The first section showcases
inspirational true stories, such as “Today I kept a survivor’s hope from dimming” and “Today I made sure a working man
would keep working.” The intent is to emotionally engage readers in these warm, human interest stories while making them
aware of the wide-ranging roles and responsibilities of optometrists. The second section of the booklet contains an
informational narrative that educates the reader on the rewards and benefits of a career in optometry, outlines the educational
requirements of the profession, and provides contact information for all 21 schools and colleges of optometry. The project
began in September 2011 in partnership with the AOA. For copies of the booklet, contact Paige Pence, ASCO Director of
Student and Residency Affairs, at ppence@opted.org.

The home page of the redesigned ASCO Web site.
ASCO: Association
As with the booklet, the redesign of the Web site is in line with the overarching objectives of the association’s long-term
marketing goals, which include promoting the Doctor of Optometry program to a broad range of audiences, increasing
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awareness and understanding of the profession, and ASCO, and increasing the number, quality, and diversity of applicants to
the schools and colleges. Primary objectives were to provide all potential users with the information they need in an easy-touse and efficient platform and to put a contemporary, professional and humanistic healthcare face on the profession. In
addition to a more modern, clean and dynamic design, many other objectives are incorporated into the site, such as reflecting
diversity and communicating that Doctors of Optometry improve the lives of real people. The new Web site also takes into
account that in today’s digital environment an online presence must be easily adaptable for use on not only desktop computers
but also laptops, smartphones and tablets.
_______________________________________________
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Report from the Annual Meeting

The 2013-2014 ASCO Board of Directors, top row from left: Dr. Andres Pagan, Dr. Rod Nowakowski, Dr. David S. Loshin,
Dr. Elizabeth Hoppe, Dr. Donald Jarnagin, Dr. Larry J. Davis, Dr. Earl L. Smith, III, Dr. Arol R. Augsburger, Dr. Douglas K.
Penisten, Dr. Shilpa Register, Dr. Joseph A. Bonanno and Dr. David Damari. Bottom row from left: Dr. Melvin D. Shipp, Dr.
Andrew Buzzelli, Dr. Clifford Scott, Dr. Linda Casser, Dr. Jennifer Smythe, Dr. David A. Heath, Dr. Richard Phillips, Dr.
Kevin Alexander (stepped down from the board this year) and Marty Wall, CAE, ASCO Executive Director. Dr. Stanley Woo
and Dr. Dennis M. Levi are not pictured.
ASCO Installs New Officers, Establishes Partnership Endowment
The Board of Directors of the Association of Schools and Colleges of Optometry (ASCO) held its annual meeting June 25-26
in San Diego. Highlights from the two-day meeting include:
Outgoing President Dr. David Heath looked back on his term, noting the progress the organization made, particularly in
the areas of external and internal communications and developing a robust, diverse and highly qualified national
applicant pool.
As a result of the dissolution of the Partnership Foundation for Optometric Education, ASCO established the
Partnership Endowment, which will provide grants to the schools and colleges of optometry. (See “ASCO Establishes
Partnership Endowment” on page 2)
Presentations were given on alumni communications; the applicant development project; new marketing materials,
including ASCO’s redesigned Web site (See “Marketing Optometry with Fresh Concepts” on page 3); and the latest
news from corporate contributors EyeMed Vision Care and LasikPlus.
The Board congratulated Dr. John F. Amos, a former two-term ASCO President, on his induction into the National
Optometry Hall of Fame. (See “Drs. Alexander, Amos Honored by ASCO” on page 5) The Board also acknowledged
three schools of optometry for graduating their first classes: University of the Incarnate Word Rosenberg School of
Optometry, Western University of Health Sciences College of Optometry, and Midwestern University Arizona College
of Optometry. (For details, see “School and College News”)
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Dr. David Heath “passes the gavel” to ASCO’s new President, Dr.
Jennifer Smythe.
Day two of the meeting began with Dr. Heath “passing the gavel” to ASCO’s new President, Dr. Jennifer Smythe, Dean of the
Pacific University College of Optometry, and the installation of the Association’s new officers. Dr. Smythe, ASCO’s first
female president, has set her President’s Priority to be initiating, enhancing and developing interprofessional education
collaborations. The other new officers for the program year that began July 1 are: President-Elect Dr. Linda Casser, Dean,
Pennsylvania College of Optometry at Salus University; Secretary-Treasurer Dr. Clifford Scott, President, New England
College of Optometry; and Immediate Past-President Dr. David Heath, President, State University of New York, State College
of Optometry.
The Board of Directors meets three times per year. Members will meet next in Seattle in late October.
_______________________________________________
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Speaker Addresses Interprofessional Care

As the healthcare system in the United States continues to evolve,
it is clear that care will increasingly be delivered via a patient-centered, collaborative, teambased approach. The healthcare
team delivery model will encompass many professions, including optometry. How optometry fits into the team and
how students will be prepared for interprofessional practice was the topic of Dr. John Tegzes’ presentation as he addressed
the attendees of ASCO’s Annual Leadership Luncheon, which was held in San Diego in June. Dr. Tegzes focused on
harnessing the skills and talents optometrists possess and applying them to patient-centered care in an increasingly
interprofessional
healthcare system. Dr. Tegzes is a board-certified veterinary toxicologist and one of the founding faculty members and
Director of the interprofessional education program at Western University of Health Sciences, which spans nine health
professions
_______________________________________________
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$1 Million Grant Supports InfantSEE

The Allergan Foundation is marking the halfway point of a $1 million grant disbursed over four years to support InfantSEE, a
public health program developed by Optometry Cares - the AOA Foundation to provide free professional eye care for infants
nationwide. Through InfantSEE, optometrists provide a one-time, comprehensive eye assessment to infants in their first year of
life, offering early detection of potential eye and vision problems at no cost regardless of socioeconomic status. The Allergan
Foundation’s grant helps to support the recruitment of young optometrists as InfantSEE providers and the operation and
administration of the program with schools and colleges of optometry.
The Allergan Foundation supports InfantSEE as part of its commitment to assist organizations that improve patient diagnosis,
treatment, care, and quality of life, or to otherwise promote access to quality health care. To learn more about the InfantSEE
program, visit www.infantsee.org.
_______________________________________________
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A Daily Disposable in Silicone Hydrogel
Vistakon Division of Johnson & Johnson Vision Care Inc. announced the initial availability in the Unites States of 1-Day
Acuvue TruEye Brand Contact Lenses. The silicone hydrogel lenses, made with narafilcon A material, are already being used
by more than 1.3 million patients worldwide. They incorporate a unique balance of properties designed to provide comfort
comparable to a contact lens-free eye.
According to Vistakon, 1-Day Acuvue TruEye lenses feature HydraClear1 Technology, which attracts tear film to help
maintain the natural ocular environment; high O2 consumption, allowing 100% corneal oxygen consumption at all points
across minus and plus powers; and class-1 UV-blocking, offering patients the highest level of UV protection in a contact lens.
Distribution of the new 1-Day Acuvue TruEye Brand Contact Lenses will accelerate throughout the coming months, and they
will gradually replace 1-Day Acuvue TruEye lenses made with narafilcon B.
For more information, call the company’s customer service team at (800) 874- 5278.
_______________________________________________
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Company Pursues Two Acquisitions

Abbott announced that it entered into an agreement to purchase OptiMedica Corporation, a privately held, Silicon Valleybased ophthalmic device company. OptiMedica developed the Catalys Precision Laser System, which is designed to allow
surgeons to replace some of the technically demanding manual steps in cataract surgery with a precise, computer-guided,
femtosecond laser technology. The acquisition would enable Abbott to expand its vision care business into the femtosecond
laser-assisted cataract surgery market.
Abbott also announced that it acquired Brazilian surgical distributor Vistatek, which the company said will allow it to be closer
to the patients its serves and to grow its customer base in the Brazilian market by providing a broad portfolio of vision care
treatment options. The transaction coincides with Abbott’s 75th anniversary of conducting business in Brazil.
_______________________________________________

15 / 27

Eye on Education - August 2013
- http://eye.opted.org

Eye Saw Good Campaign Begins

Alcon launched the Eye Saw Good campaign, a charitable initiative that highlights the important role that good eye health and
clear vision play in allowing people to see the world around them and live life to the fullest. Actress and mother Jennie Garth is
the spokesperson for the campaign, which benefits Kids Vision for Life, a program that provides vision screenings, eye exams
and eye glasses to children in underserved communities at no cost to the family. Eye Saw Good coincides with the national
rollout of Alcon’s THE eyeSOLUTION Program, a complete eyecare retail destination designed to help shoppers find the best
care for their eyes in one convenient location.
Garth will inspire people to see good, share good, and make good happen by taking a picture when they see something good –
from an act of kindness to whatever strikes them in the moment – and sharing it on Twitter with hash tag #EyeSawGood or by
going to www.TheEyeSolution.com. For every picture shared, Alcon will donate $1, up to $50,000, to fund more than 1,000
eye exams and eye glasses for children in need through Kids Vision for Life.
_______________________________________________
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New Lens Improves View, Saves Time
Volk Optical has developed the G-6 Six- Mirror Glass Gonio Lens as an upgrade to the classic four-mirror design. The G-6
Gonio’s six closely aligned mirrors provide a true 360-degree view during examination, with no lens adjustment required. Its
six mirrors are equally angled, eliminating gaps for visualization of the entire anterior segment at 1.0X magnification.
Practitioners can quickly scan across mirrors without the confusion of tracking where one view ends and the next begins. The
faster scanning can reduce examination time by 25% or more.
The G-6’s taller, tapered profile is easier to hold within the orbit. In addition, its no-flange design eliminates the need for a
viscous coupling solution. The new lens is available with a ring or a versatile 2-in- 1 handle that can be adjusted to create a
straight or 45-degree angled grip.
For more information, visit www.volk. com, e-mail Volk@Volk.com, or call (800) 345-8655.
_______________________________________________
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New Site Educates About Photochromics
Transitions Optical launched a new “Tech Talk” tab on the company’s Facebook page for professionals. Tech Talk aims to
help eyecare professionals increase their understanding of the photochromic lenses they prescribe. The tab features Transitions
researchers responding to FAQs about adaptive lens technology, technical papers, and a section that allows visitors to ask a
question directly of the experts. According to an industry survey sponsored by the company, almost 79% of eyecare
professionals involved in recommending, dispensing or discussing photochromic lenses with patients want to know more about
the technical aspects of the lenses.
The new Tech Talk tab includes information about the newest additions to the Transitions family of products, including
Transitions XTRActive, Transitions Vantage and Transitions Drivewear lenses. It can be found at www.Facebook.com/
TransitionsOptical.
_______________________________________________
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OneSight Awards 20 Scholarships
The OneSight Research Foundation announced the winners of its 2013 Dr. Stanley Pearle Scholarships. As a part of
the organization’s ongoing efforts to support optometrists of the future, 20 optometry students recently received $2,000 to
help fund their education beginning this fall.
A four-member selection committee reviewed nearly 100 applications to identify students who illustrated leadership,
scholastic performance and commitment to community service.
OneSight is a nonprofit organization dedicated to providing sustainable access to quality vision care, eyewear and sun
protection to those in need around the world. Since 1988, it has helped more than 8 million people and granted more than $7
million to fund optical research and education. Luxottica is the founding global sponsor of OneSight and has been joined by
thousands of associate donors and hundreds of local charitable partners across North America. For more information, visit
www.onesight.org.
_______________________________________________
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Project Foresight Winners Announced
Walmart & Sam’s Club Health and Wellness announced the 2012-2013 winners of its optometry scholarship competition,
Project Foresight, during a dessert reception in San Diego in June, which more than 200 people attended. Three awards were
presented during the reception. Blake Dornstauder and Rhea Butchey, NOVA Southeastern University College of Optometry,
were the first-place winners of Project Foresight and will receive a $15,000 team scholarship. Ramon Yalldo and Lou Greco,
Michigan College of Optometry at Ferris State University, were the second-place winners of Project Foresight and will receive
a $5,000 team scholarship. The team of Abigail Graeff and Marcella Pipitone, The Ohio State University College of
Optometry, won Best Project Foresight Poster.
For Project Foresight, a national business plan competition, student teams from ASCO member schools and colleges design an
“Optometric Practice of the Future,” which promotes the profession of optometry and the values and vision of Walmart &
Sam’s Club Health and Wellness — to provide quality, affordable and accessible health care for everyone.
_______________________________________________
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International Vision Expo Extends its Global Reach to Students

International Vision Expo East and West, the worldwide conferences and exhibitions for eyecare and eyewear, are trade-only
events that draw more than 30,000 eyecare professionals each year. Co-owned by Reed Exhibitions and The Vision Council,
International Vision Expo is dedicated to giving back to the entire ophthalmic community. Proceeds from the conferences are
used by The Vision Council to educate consumers about the importance of vision care and the options in eyewear and other
related products. In 2012, The Vision Council reached millions of consumers with its messages through marketing materials,
social media efforts, public relations outreach and strategic partnerships.
Held in New York City in the spring (Vision Expo East) and Las Vegas in the fall (Vision Expo West), the shows are
recognized for highlighting the most eyecare products in one place. Nearly 600 exhibitors, representing more than 5,000
brands, come together for three high-energy days to showcase the latest in frames and accessories, lenses, finishing, surfacing
and processing technology, low vision and medical and diagnostic products and equipment from around the world.
In addition to featuring advances in technology and the largest collection of international eyewear and accessories from the
world’s leading manufacturers, International Vision Expo East and West also educate more optometrists and opticians than
any other conference. Combined, they feature more than 675 hours of Continuing Education each year, for every role and
experience level, focused on core competencies — diagnosis, treatment and management of disease, clinical application of
products, and healthy business solutions.
Five years ago, International Vision Expo expanded its efforts and developed an optometry student program to provide the next
generation of eyecare professionals with access to technologies, products and education to help them succeed in the future.
With the help of feedback from students, schools and industry partners, the program has grown to welcome more than 700
optometry students each year. Students have access to travel grants and transportation assistance, free exhibit hall registration,
complimentary education, free lunches and multiple networking opportunities both with fellow students and with practicing
ODs.
International Vision Expo is excited to be working closer with the schools to meet needs outside of its conferences and to
expand into programs that will support young ODs and alumni. For more information about International Vision Expo,
including its student program and Young Professionals Club, visit www.visionexpowest.com. Questions can be directed to
Kristen Reynolds at KReynolds@thevisioncouncil.org.
*Information for this Industry Spotlight was supplied by International Vision Expo and not independently verified by Eye on
Education.
_______________________________________________
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Grads Illustrate Success of ICO Diversity Program

Now entering its sixth year, the Illinois College of Optometry’s (ICO) week-long Focus on Your Future program has had
remarkable success in attracting under-represented minority community college, undergraduate and post-baccalaureate
students to the profession of optometry. Three participants from the inaugural program graduated as part of ICO’s Class of
2013: Drs. Agen Herring, Candace Hines and Laura Martinez. From a total of 96 participants, 11 Focus on Your Future alumni
have enrolled at ICO, and another is joining the school this fall. Since its inception, the program has received consecutive
Diversity Mini-Grants from ASCO.
Also: ICO approved a new five-year strategic plan. Primary areas of focus are interprofessional education, physical plant and
student recruitment.
_______________________________________________
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MCPHS Names Dean

Dr. Shilpa Register
MCPHS University School of Optometry promoted Dr. Shilpa Register to the position of Dean. Dr. Register joined MCPHS in
2012 as Associate Dean for Academic Programs and Associate Professor of Optometry, and she had been serving as Interim
Dean of Optometry since January of this year. Prior to her appointment at MCPHS, she served on the faculties of The Ohio
State University, Southern College of Optometry and New England College of Optometry.
Nationally, Dr. Register chairs the Residency Committee and the Leadership & Professional Development Committee of the
Accreditation Council on Optometric Education and is a member of ASCO’s Chief Academic Officers group. She co-chairs
the Association’s Summer Institute for Faculty Development and Future Faculty Program. Dr. Register has presented and
published widely on such topics as interprofessionalism, visual acuity, cultural and cross-cultural awareness and the impact of
women on the profession of optometry.
_______________________________________________

23 / 27

Eye on Education - August 2013
- http://eye.opted.org

OSU’s Dr. Earley Wins AOA Educator of the Year Award
Dr. Michael Earley, Professor of Clinical Optometry and Assistant Dean for Clinical Services at The Ohio State University
College of Optometry, received this year’s American Optometric Association Educator of the Year award. Dr. Earley is
known as a favorite instructor among optometry students, who devote Facebook pages to his witty quips and quotes. He has
received numerous other awards, including The Ohio State University Alumni Award for Distinguished Teaching, and he has
been inducted into Ohio State’s Academy of Teaching.

Dr. Michael Earley, right, accepts the
AOA’s Educator of
the Year award from Immediate Past President Dr. Ronald L.
Hopping.
_______________________________________________
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Salus’ Dr. Lewis Passes Presidency to His Successor
Dr. Thomas L. Lewis, whose efforts to transition the Pennsylvania College of Optometry (PCO) from a single-purpose school
to a multi-purpose institution led to the establishment of Salus University in 2008, presided over his last commencement as
President in May. He has “passed the baton” to his successor, Dr. Michael H. Mittelman, a PCO graduate who has more than
30 years of experience in the healthcare field in both military and civilian roles.
Prior to assuming the Presidency in 1989, Dr. Lewis, a 1970 graduate of PCO, spent 17 years at the college as a Professor,
Dean and Vice President. With his years of experience and deep understanding of the changing times of medicine, Dr. Lewis
was the driving force behind numerous advancements and expansions that have guided the organization into the forefront of
healthcare education. During his tenure as the institution’s second-longest serving President, he was the primary motivation
behind the university’s move from Oak Lane to a new Elkins Park campus. He also oversaw the building of the Hafter Student
Community Center and renovation of The Eye Institute, the university’s largest clinical teaching facility.

Dr. Thomas L. Lewis, right, with his successor Dr. Michael H. Mittelman.
Also: Dr. Anthony F. Di Stefano, the university’s Vice President of Academic Affairs, will step down on June 30, 2014. He
began his PCO academic career as an Assistant Professor of Public Health and Chair of the Public Health department in 1974.
After stepping down, Dr. Di Stefano will take a year’s sabbatical, during which time he intends to develop world class
programs in public health for the university.

_______________________________________________
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Three Schools, All Accredited, Graduate Inaugural Classes
Two colleges and one school of optometry that began educating students in September 2009 graduated their first classes this
spring. In addition, all three institutions — University of the Incarnate Word Rosenberg School of Optometry (RSO), Western
University of Health Sciences College of Optometry (WUCO), and Midwestern University Arizona College of Optometry
(AZCOPT) — are now fully accredited by the Accreditation Council on Optometric Education. They are all members of ASCO
as well.
RSO conferred 58 Doctor of Optometry degrees to its first group of graduates on May 10; WUCO conferred 73 degrees on
May 15; and AZCOPT conferred 39 degrees on May 29. ASCO recognized the institutions’ milestone accomplishments with a
resolution presented during its annual meeting in June.

Left to right: Dr. Andrew Buzzelli, Dean,
RSO; Dr. Elizabeth Hoppe, Founding Dean, WUCO; and Dr. Donald Jarnagin, Dean, AZCOPT.
_______________________________________________
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UIW Dedicates New Facility
At a grand opening ceremony in June, the University of the Incarnate Word (UIW) officially dedicated the Bowden Eye Care
and Health Center. The center is named for community leader and pioneering educator Artemisia Bowden. The $8 million,
30,000-square-foot modern public healthcare facility will address the vision care needs of residents on the Eastside of San
Antonio and surrounding areas. Patients will be served by eye doctors and interns from UIW’s Rosenberg School of
Optometry.
The center’s focus is providing access to eye care for vulnerable populations, particularly children, the elderly and the
uninsured. Patients will be accepted regardless of their ability to pay. The need for the facility is substantial. Only one private
optometry office is located on the Eastside, a community of 120,000 residents. In addition, vision-destroying diseases such as
diabetes and glaucoma are over-represented in the populations who form the majority of the Eastside and neighboring
communities.

UIW President Dr. Louis J. Agnese, Jr.,
and Dr. Adena Williams
Loston, President, St. Philip’s College, unveil a plaque dedicated to community leader Artemisia Bowden.
_______________________________________________
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